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Description automatically generated]At Long Wittenham School we show our love through kindness, determination and curiosity; strengthening ourselves and our community.
‘…. with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’ Luke 10:27

Birch Class
Autumn Two 2025
	English
	Maths
	Science

	Reading and Writing
	Phonics and Spelling
	
	

	This term, our overarching literary theme is exploring emotions, empathy, and relationships through stories. While developing the foundational skills we need to be confident writers, such as letter formation, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation, we will also focus on how the authors help us understand and care about their characters’ feelings.

Our texts and learning outcomes this term are:
What Feelings Do When No One Is Looking
Outcome: Create a feelings diary, exploring and describing different emotions.

Fergal is Fuming
Outcome: Write a guide for calming down when feeling angry.

Dragon Post
Outcome: Compose a persuasive letter, encouraging someone to help with the dragon’s mission.

Through these stories, we will reflect on empathy, problem-solving, and caring for others, helping us to connect more deeply with the characters and the world around us.
	In Year One, we will begin Phase 5 phonics, learning new ways to read and spell familiar sounds. For example, we will explore how the ai sound can be written in different ways, such as ay in ‘play’ or a-e in ‘cake’. We will practise reading these spellings in words and using them in our writing.
The GPCs we will encounter are:
ay, ou, oy, ea, ir,ie, ue, a-e, i-e, o-e, u-e, e-e, ew and aw. 

In Year two, we will be exploring patterns and rules to help us spell more accurately. We will learn when to double letters in words, how to choose between endings such as k or ck and ch or tch, and when to add -s or -es to make plurals. We will also investigate what happens to words when we add suffixes — for example, when to double a final letter, drop the e, or change a y to i before adding endings like -ing or -ed.

	Our focus is Addition and Subtraction.
Year 1
· Working within numbers to 10 to develop a secure understanding of addition and subtraction
· Learning and recalling number bonds and fact families
· Using objects and number lines to add and subtract one-digit numbers
· Solving simple one-step problems
Year 2
· Building fluency with number bonds to 20 and related facts to 100
· Adding and subtracting two-digit numbers using partitioning and number lines

We will also be learning about shape:
Year 1
Recognising and naming 2D and 3D shapes
Describing shapes using everyday language such as sides, corners, edges and faces
Sorting and matching shapes based on their properties
Year 2
Identifying and describing the properties of 2D and 3D shapes, including the number of sides, edges, vertices and faces
Recognising lines of symmetry in shapes

	This term, we will be learning about materials and their properties. We will explore a range of everyday objects and identify what they are made from. 

We will learn how the properties of different materials — such as absorbency, waterproofing and strength — make them suitable for different purposes. 

Through hands-on investigations, we will sort and group materials, make predictions, and suggest ways to test our ideas. 

We will also begin to think about what makes a test fair and use our observations to answer scientific questions.

	R.E
	History
	Computing
	PSHE

	In R.E., we will be exploring the question ‘Why is Jesus important to Christians?’. We will learn about the Christmas story and what it teaches Christians about Jesus. We will explore the deeper meanings of Christmas, including how these are shown through art and symbols such as the Christingle. We will also compare different ways Christmas is celebrated, both across the UK and around the world, to understand the variety of traditions linked to this special festival.
	In History, we will be learning about the Gunpowder Plot. We will find out who Guy Fawkes was, why he and his group planned to blow up the Houses of Parliament, and what happened after the plot was discovered. We will explore how we know about these events through historical sources and discuss how Bonfire Night is remembered and celebrated today.
	In Computing, we will be using Purple Mash to complete the unit ‘Lego Builders.’ We will learn how to give clear instructions to create digital models, explore sequences and debugging, and develop our skills in planning and building step-by-step. This unit will help us understand how algorithms work and how to use technology to bring our ideas to life.
	In PSHE, we will be focusing on the theme ‘Valuing Difference’. We will explore what makes people similar and different, learn how to recognise and respond to unkind behaviour, and understand the importance of rules and fairness. We will also celebrate the people who are special to us, reflecting on the support and care they provide through activities such as creating special people balloons.

	DT/Art
	Music
	P.E
	How you can support at home

	In DT, we will be learning about levers and linkages and how these mechanisms make parts move. We will explore and analyse how toys use these systems before designing and making our own moving monster toy. We will create and test linkages to achieve the desired movement, then use our designs to build a monster that meets specific criteria. Finally, we will evaluate our work, using feedback to improve our designs and ensure our moving parts work effectively

Although our main focus this term is D.T, we will continue to develop our drawing skills through a range of creative exercises. These will include activities such as ‘backwards and forwards’ drawing and ‘drawing small’ which help us to improve control, focus on detail, and explore different ways of making marks.

	In Music, we will be exploring the unit ‘Magical Musical Aquarium.’ We will listen to and create music inspired by the sounds and movements of the sea. Our focus will be on timbre — the different qualities of sounds — and we will use a range of percussion instruments to create underwater soundscapes. We will also learn to compose simple pieces, perform in unison, and experiment with how different sounds can be combined to express ideas and moods.
In the second half of term, we will start to practise our Nativity. This year we will be performing ‘A Miracle in town’. 
	In P.E., we will be focusing on jumping and landing with control and balance. We will practise jumps that involve rotation, as well as moving from two feet to two feet and two feet to one foot. We will also work on seated balances, strengthening our core muscles and exploring movements that cross our bodies while seated.

In Gymnastics, we will develop a range of balances and practise travelling smoothly between them. This will include work on the floor, as well as on low and high apparatus, helping us improve coordination, strength and confidence in our movements.
	Read daily: Spend time reading together each day. This could be sharing a story, listening to your child read aloud, or exploring non-fiction texts about topics they are learning in school. Encourage them to talk about the story, make predictions, and discuss new vocabulary.
Practise number facts: Help your child become confident with number bonds. Practise number bonds to 5, 10, 20, and 100 using objects or quick mental games. You could ask them to spot patterns in numbers or play maths games in everyday situations, such as shopping or cooking.
Talk about wider curriculum topics: Engage your child in discussions about what they are learning in subjects like Science, History, and R.E. Encourage them to ask questions, share what they have learned, and make connections to their own experiences.
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